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PRESS RELEASE 
Dunkerque, 

Wednesday, 15 July 2020 

 

DUNKERQUE-PORT IS EVEN MORE DEDICATED TO 
DECARBONISATION 

Dunkerque-Port has just joined the “Getting to Zero” Coalition, in order to support the 

decarbonisation of the shipping industry by working in conjunction with companies from the 

shipping, energy, infrastructure and finance sectors.  

The aim of the Coalition is to help reach the objective set by the International Maritime Organisation 

to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by shipping by at least 50% by 2050 (compared with the levels of 

2008). To achieve this, through its members, the Coalition aims to commission zero-emission and 

commercially viable ocean-going vessels, powered by zero-emission fuels by 2030.  

By participating in the “Fuels and Technologies” working group, the port's membership in the Coalition 

marks an additional step in Dunkerque-Port's commitment to its customers in the maritime sector and 

underlines its intent to act on their energy demand, by helping them to reduce their own emissions. 

Dunkerque-Port intends to make its contribution to the Coalition by sharing its expertise, in particular 

on the strategic priorities of port infrastructure requirements for fuel storage and facilities for 

refuelling ships.  

Referring to the membership, Stéphane Raison, President of the Executive Board of Dunkerque-Port 

stated: “By joining the "Getting to Zero" Coalition, we wish to support innovation and participate in the 

concerted action taken by all the stakeholders in the sector, thereby helping to more effectively reduce 

the carbon footprint of maritime transport. Ports are key locations for the development of 

infrastructures dedicated to the production of new zero-carbon energy sources for ships. The Port of 

Dunkerque aims to install low-carbon (LNG) and zero-carbon power production plants (Hydrogen, 

dimethyl ether (DME), renewable electricity) within its precinct over the next five years in order to fuel 

ships fitted with new engines. We are already working on this issue and want our maritime activities 

to be part of the European Green Agreement. In addition, the port of Dunkerque has a number of assets 

well worth mentioning: its geographic location near the Dover Strait (the busiest in the world), its large 

LNG terminal, its shore-side electrical connection for container ships, its large land reserves, and its 

river and rail connection with its hinterland. We have the tools to work on the development of zero-

carbon energy sources for ships and river boats. Dunkerque-Port is already actively helping to improve 
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the environmental footprint of maritime transport, in particular by setting up LNG bunker refuelling 

facilities and developing marine lubricants, biofuels and batteries”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the Getting to Zero Coalition: 

Launched during the United Nations Climate Action Summit organised in New York (USA) on 23 September 2019, the “Getting to Zero” 

Coalition is a partnership between the World Maritime Forum, “Friends of Ocean Action” and the World Economic Forum. Combining more 

than 120 public and private organisations, the Coalition is supported by governments and NGOs from 14 countries, including France and the 

United Kingdom. 

 

About Dunkerque-Port: 

 Leading French port complex (Calais-Dunkerque); 9th largest port on the Channel and North Sea Ranges, 3rd largest port in France, the port 
of Dunkerque stands out in many segments: Leading passenger port in Europe (Calais-Dunkerque corridor); largest energy hub in France; 
largest LNG terminal; leading French port for containerised imports of fruit and vegetables; leading French port for mineral and coal imports; 
largest rail port in France; largest regional river port; 3rd largest port in France for grain traffic. Dunkerque-Port is also a sustainable port. 
Dunkerque-Port is the Commercial Port of the new Hauts de France Region, the largest agricultural region of France, the leading region for 
the railway industry in France, and the leading region for the French automobile industry. 2019 traffic: 53 Mt.  

mailto:mebogucki@portdedunkerque.fr
http://www.dunkerque-port.fr/

